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Question:

Could you provide information on the efficacy of homeschooling,
as compared to traditional public schools, on college readiness?

Response:
We have prepared the following memo with information on the relationship between
homeschooling and college preparedness. Citations include a link to a free online version, when
available. All citations are accompanied by an abstract, excerpt, or summary written by the author
or publisher of the document. We have not done an evaluation of the methodological rigor of these
resources, but provide them for your information only.
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homeschoolers attempting to enter higher education is escalating. Despite this trend, many college
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Methods
Keywords and Search Strings Used in the Search
 Homeschooling
 Homeschooling and college
 Homeschooling and college readiness
 Homeschooling and college preparedness
 Homeschooling and higher education
Search of Databases
EBSCO Host, ERIC, PsychInfo, PsychArticle, Google, and Google Scholar
Criteria for Inclusion
When REL West staff review resources, they consider—among other things—four factors:
 Date of the Publication: The most current information is included, except in the case of
nationally known seminal resources.
 Source and Funder of the Report/Study/Brief/Article: Priority is given to IES, nationally
funded, and certain other vetted sources known for strict attention to research protocols.
 Methodology: Sources include randomized controlled trial studies, surveys, self-assessments,
literature reviews, and policy briefs. Priority for inclusion generally is given to randomized
controlled trial study findings, but the reader should note at least the following factors when
basing decisions on these resources: numbers of participants (Just a few? Thousands?);
selection (Did the participants volunteer for the study or were they chosen?); representation
(Were findings generalized from a homogeneous or a diverse pool of participants? Was the
study sample representative of the population as a whole?).
 Existing Knowledge Base: Although we strive to include vetted resources, there are times
when the research base is limited or nonexistent. In these cases, we have included the best
resources we could find, which may include newspaper articles, interviews with content
specialists, organization websites, and other sources.
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